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California Proposition 65 (Prop 65)
In 1986, California voters approved an initiative to address their growing concerns about exposure to toxic
chemicals. That initiative became the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, better known by its
original name of Proposition 65. Proposition 65 requires the State to publish a list of chemicals known to cause
cancer or birth defects or other reproductive harm. This list, which must be updated at least once a year, has grown
to include approximately 775 chemicals since it was first published in 1987.
Proposition 65 requires businesses to notify Californians about significant amounts of chemicals in the products they
purchase, in their homes or workplaces, or that are released into the environment. By providing this information,
Proposition 65 enables Californians to make informed decisions about protecting themselves from exposure to these
chemicals. Proposition 65 also prohibits California businesses from knowingly discharging significant amounts of
listed chemicals into sources of drinking water.
Businesses are required to provide a “clear and reasonable" warning before knowingly and intentionally exposing
anyone to a listed chemical. This warning can be given by a variety of means, including labeling a consumer product
or its package, placing a warning slip inside the packaging for the product or printing on the packaging in some other
fashion. The placement of the warning depends upon the nature of the product and its packaging.
If a warning is placed on a product label, the business issuing the warning is aware or believes that one or more
listed chemicals is present. By law, a warning must be given for listed chemicals unless exposure is low enough to
pose no significant risk of cancer or is significantly below levels observed to cause birth defects or other reproductive
harm.
For a chemical that causes cancer, the "no significant risk level” is defined as the level of exposure that would result
in not more than one excess case of cancer in 100,000 individuals exposed to the chemical over a 70-year lifetime.
In other words, a person exposed to the chemical at the “no significant risk level” for 70 years would not have more
than a “one in 100,000” chance of developing cancer as a result of that exposure.
For chemicals that are listed as causing birth defects or reproductive harm, the “no observable effect level” is
determined by identifying the level of exposure that has been shown to not pose any harm to humans or laboratory
animals. Proposition 65 then requires this “no observable effect level” to be divided by 1,000 in order to provide an
ample margin of safety. Businesses subject to Proposition 65 are required to provide a warning if they cause
exposures to chemicals listed as causing birth defects or reproductive harm that exceed 1/1000th of the “no
observable effect level”.
Hirsch Gift will apply a Prop 65 Warning Label on all products being shipped to California which meet any of the
criteria above. A surcharge of 15¢ (g) per item for the label will be added to your order. The warning label will read as
follows:
California Law Requires This Warning:
This product contains a chemical known
to the State of California to cause cancer,
birth defects or other reproductive harm.
If you would like more information regarding Proposition 65, please visit the State of California website at
http://www.oehha.ca.gov/prop65.html or contact their office at (916) 445-6900. The advice of legal counsel is
recommended before you make any important decisions about how Prop 65 may affect you.

